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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — OPENING 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.01 pm]: I rise to update the house on our progress in 
opening the Perth Children’s Hospital—the PCH. Work continues apace at Perth Children’s Hospital, focusing on 
replacing the components from the thermostatic mixing valve assembly boxes. The government took control of 
the project so we could get to the root of the problem, fix it and get on with commissioning the hospital so it can 
open. Without taking control via taking practical completion, we would not have been easily able to administer 
polyphosphate to the site and allow the Chief Health Officer to come in and get clarity on the problem. 
A defect notice was issued when we took practical completion for water quality related to lead. Following the 
CHO report, a request for information about proof of watermarking for all components within the TMV assembly 
boxes was issued, with a five-day period for John Holland to respond. This time frame elapsed some time ago. 
John Holland has provided proof for 11 out of 16 components. Last week, the Building Commission removed 
a further two assembly boxes to examine parts for compliance, and has advised that some elbow joints are not 
watermarked and further inquiries with the relevant supplier are required. We anticipate a further update on the 
outstanding components within the next fortnight. 
The aim of our current work at PCH is to complete the remediation work as soon as possible and to limit the impact 
of the replacement program on the building without compromising quality or safety. The work thus far has 
consisted of assessing the lead leaching from each of the individual components within the assembly box, installing 
and testing potential alternatives for the components within the assembly box—we are working with the 
Building Commission on this issue to ensure that any alternatives are approved for use in Australia—and 
scheduling and sequencing determining the order of the replacement program so that we can open the hospital as 
soon as possible. The results from each of these workstreams are essential to determine which brass components 
may need to be replaced, the best option to replace them and what our priorities should be. 
At this time, it is imperative that we undertake the full due diligence process to ensure that water is safe now and in 
the future. Until we have confirmed the components to be replaced and which product to replace them with, we are 
unable to finalise the time lines for full rectification. However, the team leading this work is aiming to have the 
hospital open as soon as possible and is meeting daily to ensure that all information is reviewed in real time. On this 
basis, I hope that by November we will be able to set a timetable identifying the schedule for the hospital opening. 
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